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has really begun. Still less would they be able to do so
if Britain supported France with the British Navy and
Air Force; and the possibility of a small British ex-
peditionary force to Spain, via. " Britain's oldest ally/'
Portugal (for whose defence Mr Chamberlain has pledged
Britain to make war), should not be scouted.
On the other hand, though Germany and Italy in the
long run lost everything in Spain, the diversion value of
General Franco's bases, employed against France, would
be considerable at the outset of war, progressively dimin-
ishing thereafter. If it be objected that General Franco
himself declared during the Czecho-Slovak crisis that he
would remain neutral if a war resulted, we need only
recall that he received curt telegraphic orders from Rome
and Berlin to attend to his own business, otherwise the
Italo-German support for his continuously fruitless
efforts would be peremptorily withdrawn, and he would
ignorniniously fail, Moreover, in December 1938 it was
reported in many journals that both Italy and Germany
were exploring the possibility of replacing General Franco
himself by a Falangist more pronouncedly pro-German
and pro-Italian, more amenable to " Axis policy."
It is at least clear that after Munich the diplomatic
strategy of the two Axis Powers cast an ominous shadow
across the military strategist's map of Western Europe;
and for this the post-Munich collapse of Danubia be-
neath Germany's strength, taking a good deal of Italian
independence with it, is in no small way responsible.
It is natural that, after combining to destroy France's
eastern system of allegiances, Italy and Germany should
turn on France, and not, let us say, on " mice and rats
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